Yurij Makarovich Berezansky
In memory of his 100th birthday

Yurij Makarovich Berezansky (1925-2019), an outstanding Ukrainian mathematician,
the founder and the first Editor-in-Chief of “Methods of Functional Analysis and Topology”,
was born on May 8, 1925 in Kyiv, Ukraine. In 1948 he graduated from Kyiv University,
and in 1951 he got an equivalent of Ph.D. (under the supervision of Mark Krein) from the
Institute of Mathematics of the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. Since then and until the
end of his life, he worked in this institute. In 1955 Yu. M. Berezansky got an Academic
Degree of Doctor of Science (“Habilitation”) in Physics and Mathematics, in 1964 he was
elected a corresponding member, in 1988 he became a full member of the Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine, which is the highest rank for a scientist in Ukraine. In 1960-1986
he was the head of Department of Mathematical Analysis, later (until 2001) the head of
Department of Functional Analysis. Yu. M. Berezansky is a Laureate of the State Prize
of Ukraine in Science and Technology (1998), a Laureate of the M. M. Krylov (1980),
M. M. Bogolyubov (1997), M. V. Ostrogradsky (2006) and M. G. Krein (2011) awards
of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine; received the title of Honored Worker
of Science and Technology of Ukraine (2005); he was a member of the Kyiv, Ukrainian,
Moscow, and American Mathematical Societies.

The scientific work of Yu. M. Berezansky was concentrated on functional analysis,
differential equations and mathematical physics. His greatest achievement is a general
theory of eigenfunction expansions associated with commuting systems of selfadjoint
operators. He was developing a theory of spaces with negative and positive norms;
abstract generalizations of spaces of test functions and generalized functions of finite
order, which made it possible to solve a number of problems of the theory of partial
differential equations; an infinite-dimensional analysis; a theory of inverse problems and
their applications to nonlinear equations; a theory of moment problems; a white noise
analysis; etc.

The scientific legacy of Yu. M. Berezansky consists of 13 books and 232 research papers.
He created a strong scientific school—he supervised 44 Candidate/Ph.D. theses, and 12 of
his students became full professors. The number of mathematicians who are grateful to
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him for his influence and support is much bigger. His moral authority among scientists
and intellectuals was much wider than purely mathematical impact.

People who worked with Yu. M. Berezansky in all the variety of his activities, will
always be proud to call themselves members of his great school.
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